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Minutes of the CAIMS rSCMAI General Meeting
Held Wednesday May 23, 2007

Donald Cameron Hall
Banff Centre, Alberta

1. The President, Professor Bob Russell, took the chair and called the meeting
to order at 12:45PM. Approximately one hundred members of the society
were present.

Bob Russell welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting.
2. It was moved by Bill Langford and seconded by Rob Corless that the agenda

be approved as written. Carried.
3. It was moved by Jack Macki and seconded by Rod Edwards that the minutes

of the General Meeting of June 18, 2006 be approved as written.Carried.
4. There were no matters arising out of the minutes.
5. The President, Bob Russell, presented his report. Highlights are reported

below.

Thanks:
Bob introduced President-elect (Jacques Bélair), Secretary-elect (Abba Gu-
mel) and other new Board Members (Dhavide Aruliah and Ian Frigaard). He
thanked outgoing President, Bill Langford, and Past President, Ken Jackson,
for their invaluable contributions to CAIMSrSCMAI. He also thanked other
outgoing Board members namely, Rod Edwards (Secretary), Leah Edelstein-
Keshet and John Stockie (Members at Large). Bob thanked the Organizers of
CAIMS rSCMAI 2007, Jack Macki, Michael Li and Peter Lancaster.

Liaison activities:
The President presented some fund raising initiatives and invited members to
help in these efforts.

Bill Langford reported on the Mathematics-NSERC Liaison Committee, an-
nouncing the major increase the three mathematics institutes received at this
year's funding competition. A new Mathematics-NSERC Committee on Dis-
covery Grants is formed. Bill Langford is to serve as CAIMSrSCMAI repre-
sentative on this Committee. He invites comments from the CAIMSrSCMAI
membership.

The reciprocal membership with SIAM, where CAIMSrSCMAI members
receive 20discount on SIAM membership, was highlighted.

Meeting Organizers Handbook to be compiled soon. Langford heads the
Committee.

Prizes

� Cecil Graham Doctoral Dissertation Award: The 2007 Cecil Gra-
ham Doctoral Dissertation Award was awarded to Dr. Richard Pancer
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(Toronto) for outstanding thesis. Bob thanked the DDA Committee for
an excellent work. He reminded everyone that the award is for a thesis
defended in the calendar year, and nominations have to be submitted by
January 31 of the following year.

� Research Prize: The 2007 Research Prize was awarded to Professor
Gordon E. Swaters (Alberta). Gordon gave an excellent plenary talk on
his work. The President thanked the Research Prize Committee for an
outstanding job.

� Arthur Beaumont Distinguished Service Award: The 2007 Arthur
Beaumont Distinguished Service Award was given to Jack Macki (Al-
berta). Jack received a richly-deserved standing ovation from the
CAIMS rSCMAI membership during the award presentation.

6. The out-going Secretary, Rod Edwards, presented his report. He announced
the result of the election for two members-at-large on the board of directors.
Dhavide Aruliah and Ian Frigaard were the successful candidates. Jacques
Bélair and Abba Gumel were elected President-elect and Secretary by ac-
clamation. This year's election received increased responses from members.
Rod described the publications of the society: the E-News has been coming
out about once every two months on average; and the annual printed Newslet-
ter was distributed last Fall. He called members to continue contributing to
these publications. He also urged members to visit the CAIMSrSCMAI web-
site periodically and give some input.

7. The treasurer, Paul Muir, presented his report. He highlighted the following
summary �gures for the year May 1, 2006–April 30, 2007

Revenues: $17,837.60
Expenditures: $10,036.29
Revenues-Expenditures: $7,801.31
Bank balance (Apr. 30, 2007): $43,229.68
GIC total: $53,772.53
Deposit to Banff Centre for CAIMSrSCMAI 2007: $8,000.00

Total asset: $105,002.21

Paul also presented membership statistics, pointing out that memberships are
down because AIM memberships are down. He encouraged members to help
make their institutions to renew their memberships.

8. Ken Jackson presented a report on ICIAM 2007. The meeting, scheduled
July 16–20, 2007 in Zurich, should attract 3,000 participants, including a
signi�cant number from Canada. Michel Fortin (Québec) and Barbara Key-
�tz (Fields Institute) will give invited talks, whilst Ivar Ekeland (PIMS) and
Pauline van den Driessche (Victoria) will give public lectures. Pauline will
receive the Olga Taussky Todd Prize. Ken noted the large number of min-
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isymposia and contributed talks organized by CAIMSrSCMAI members.
9. Ken Jackson also presented his report on ICIAM 2011. A Steering Com-

mittee, consisting of Arvind Gupta (President), Ivar Ekeland, Jerry Marsden
(Scienti�c Co-Chairs), Bob Russell, Bill Langford, Ken Jackson
(CAIMS rSCMAI), Barbara Key�tz, Francois Lalonde (Canadian Math Inst.),
Rachel Kuske (UBC), John Stockie (SFU, MITACS), Marty Golubitsky, Jim
Crowley (SIAM) and Randy LeVeque (Washington), has been formed.

Further, a Scienti�c Advisory Committee, responsible for nominating mem-
bers of the Scienti�c Program Committee, has been formed. All nominees
of the Scienti�c Programs Committee will be reviewed by the Steering Com-
mittee. The Scienti�c Advisory Committee consists of the following:

� John Ball (Oxford)
� Rafael Correa (Chile)
� Weinan E. (Princeton and Peking University)
� Ivar Ekeland (PIMS, Congress Scienti�c Co-Chair)
� Martin Grötschel (Berlin)
� Arvind Gupta (MITACS, Congress President)
� Jerrold Marsden (Congress Scienti�c Co-Chair)
� William Pulleyblank (IBM), Ian Sloan (ICIAM)
� Margaret Wright (Courant).

Once the Scienti�c Program Committee is rati�ed, the themes of the meet-
ing will be chosen, selected the invited speakers and organize some invited
minisymposia. Some CAIMSrSCMAI members will serve on ICIAM Com-
mittees as follows:

� Finance Committee (CAIMSrSCMAI representative: Paul Muir)
� Fundraising Committee (CAIMSrSCMAI representative: Sam Shen)
� Publications and Promotions Committee (CAIMSrSCMAI representa-

tives: Rob Corless, Ken Jackson).

The organization for the meeting is progressing on schedule as outlined in
the bid document. A webpage for ICIAM 2011 would be constructed soon.

10. Future Meetings: Victor LeBlanc (Ottawa) announced that the next
CAIMS rSCMAI meeting will be part of the 2nd Congress Canada-France
meeting scheduled at UQAM, Montréal, June 2–6, 2008. The meeting, which
is expected to attract 7800 participants, will feature 26 special sessions (2 ses-
sions by CAIMSrSCMAI members). CAIMSrSCMAI's DDA and Research
Prizes will be awarded.

Rob Corless presented preliminary plans for CAIMSrSCMAI 2009, sched-
uled June 2009 at University of Western Ontario. The local Committee con-
sists of the “whole department”.

It was agreed that the CAIMSrSCMAI 2010 meeting should be held in one
of the Atlantic provinces.
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11. CAMQ: Herb Freedman (Alberta) presented a report on the current status
of CAMQ. In addition to giving an excellent historical account of CAMQ,
Herb stated that CAMQ will be up-to-date by the end of 2007. CAMQ will
be included in the Citation Index. He encourages members to submit qual-
ity articles to CAMQ. The journal now has three Managing Editors, namely
Bryan Moody (Alberta), Michael Li (Alberta) and Michael Ward (UBC). A
key highlight of Herb's presentation is the acknowledgement of Jack Macki's
outstanding job to get CAMQ back on track. His motion for the Board of
CAIMS rSCMAI to formally recognize Jack's contribution was seconded by
everyone present at the AGM!

12. Other business: there was no other business.
13. The meeting was adjourned at 1:20PM.
14. Banquet:

The banquet was held on Wednesday, May 23, 2007. At this time, the
CAIMS rSCMAI Research Prize, the Cecil Graham Doctoral Dissertation
Award and the Arthur Beaumont Distinguished Service Award were pre-
sented. Poster prizes were also awarded.

Committee Membership

1. Cecil Graham Doctoral Dissertation Award Committee: Ray Spiteri (Saskat-
chewan, Chair) Thomas Hillen (Alberta), Henry Wolkowicz (Waterloo)

2. Arthur Beaumont Distinguished Service Award Committee: Serpil Kocabiyik
(Memorial, Chair) Bryant Moodie (Alberta), Sue Ann Campbell (Waterloo)

3. CAIMS Research Prize Committee: Mike Mackey (McGill, Chair) Anthony
Pierce (UBC), Michel Fortin (Laval), Gordon Swaters (Alberta)

4. Nominating Committee: Jacques Bélair (Montŕeal, Chair) Serpil Kocabiyik
(Memorial), Rob Corless (UWO)

5. Annual Meeting Handbook Committee: Bill Langford (Guelph, Chair) Abba
Gumel (Manitoba), Paul Muir (St. Mary's), Huaxiong Huang (York), Jack
Macki (Alberta)

6. Scienti�c Program Committee: Bill Langford (Guelph, Chair) Raymond Spi-
teri (Saskatchewan), Abba Gumel (Manitoba), Huaxiong Huang (York), Jack
Macki (Alberta)

7. ICIAM Liaison Committee: Ken Jackson (Toronto), Bob Russell (SFU), Bill
Langford (Guelph)

8. Publications Committee: Abba Gumel (Manitoba, Chair) Rod Edwards (Vic-
toria), Ken Jackson (Toronto), Michel Delfour (Montréal), Jack Macki (Al-
berta), Xingfu Zou (Western Ontario), Dhavide Aruliah (UOIT)
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9. Fund Raising Committee: Serpil Kocabiyik (Memorial), Bill Langford
(Guelph), Paul Muir (St. Mary's)

10. Membership Committee: Ian Frigaard (UBC, Chair) Anne Bourlioux
(Montréal), Paul Muir (St. Mary's), Michel Delfour (Montréal), Patrick
Montgomery (Northern BC), Bob Russell (SFU), John Bowman (Alberta),
Richard Pancer (Toronto), Justin Wan (Waterloo), Serpil Kocabiyik (MUN)

11. Human Rights Committee: Ken Jackson (Toronto, Chair) Gail Wolkowicz
(McMaster), Sue Ann Campbell (Waterloo)

12. CAIMS rSCMAI Representatives to Other Organizations for 2007–8:

� Representative to ICIAM 2011 Congress: Ken Jackson (Toronto)
� Representative to the CMS: Victor LeBlanc (Ottawa)
� Representative to the Fields Institute: Ken Jackson (Toronto)
� Representative to PIMS: Ian Frigaard (UBC
� Representative to CRM: Jacques Bélair (Montŕeal)
� Representative to MITACS: John Stockie (SFU)
� Representative to the Canadian Forum on Education in Mathematics:

Jacques B́elair (Montŕeal)
� Representative to ICIAM (Council): Bob Russell (SFU)
� Representative to new Mathematics—NSERC Liaison Committee: Bill

Langford (Guelph)

Membership Committee Report
by Ian Frigaard

2007–8 has seen the start of some changes to CAIMS memberships. First of
all the membership reciprocity agreement with SIAM has come into effect. Under
this agreement SIAM and CAIMS members will bene�t from reduced membership
of the other society. How this works is that a regular CAIMS member based
outside of the US may have a 20% discount on SIAM membership fees. Similarly
a regular SIAM member based outside of Canada may have a 30% discount on
CAIMS membership fees (suddenly looking a great deal with the soaring loonie!).
Please see http://www.caims.ca/Society/reciprocity.html for the full agreement.

Secondly, we have upgraded our institutional memberships (now renamed “aca-
demic” memberships). Whilst the cost remains the same, two additional bene�ts
are: (i) Any graduate student in a department holding an academic membership
of CAIMS is eligible for free membership of the society. (ii) Any regular CAIMS
member in a department holding an academic membership of CAIMS may nom-
inate any postdoctoral researcher for free membership of the society. The free
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graduate student membership is in line with that offered by other scholarly soci-
eties and we are of course eager to increase membership amongst new faces in
Canadian applied mathematics. As before, academic memberships also include a
small number of associated memberships that the departments can allocate to new
faculty and other junior members. Please consider if your department should take
advantage of a CAIMS academic membership.

The membership committee is always pleased to hear of new suggestions and
ways to improve CAIMS offerings to its members. Please send e-mail to Ian
Frigaard< frigaard@math.ubc.ca> .

ICIAM 2007 Report
by Ken Jackson

The 6th International Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics — ICIAM
2007 — was held in Zurich 16-20 July 2007. It was a very exciting meeting with
over 3,000 registered delegates and a wide array of talks covering a vast range of
topics in Applied and Industrial Mathematics.

Bill Langford at the ICIAM
Reception

CAIMS members �gured prominently in
the meeting:

� Pauline van den Driessche (University of
Victoria) gave the Olga Taussky Todd
lecture entitled “Matrices in Action for
Epidemic Models”,

� Michel Fortin (Universit́e Laval) gave an
Invited Plenary Talk entitled “Contact
Problems in Solid Mechanics”,

� Barbara Key�tz (Fields Institute, Toronto)
gave an Invited Plenary Talk entitled
“Hyperbolic Conservation Laws: Past
and Future”,

� Ivar Ekeland (PIMS Institute, Vancou-
ver) gave the Public Lecture entitled
“The best of all possible worlds: the idea
of optimization”.

In addition, Canadians were active in many minisynosia and contributed sessions.
The consensus of most people I talked to was that ICIAM 2007 was a great

success, lifting ICIAM to a new level. We're looking forward to carrying on the
tradition with an even better Congress in Vancouver, 18–22 July 2011.
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Pauline van den Driessche Giving the
Olga Taussky Todd Lecture

Plans for ICIAM 2011 are progress-
ing well. The President of the meeting
is Arvind Gupta (MITACS) and the Sci-
enti�c Co-Chairs are Ivar Ekeland (PIMS)
and Jerry Marsden (California Institute of
Technology). The Steering Committee
consists of

� Arvind Gupta, Chair
� Jim Crowley and Ken Jackson, Vice-

Chairs
� Ivar Ekeland and Jerry Marsden, Sci-

enti�c Co-Chairs of the Meeting
� Bob Russell and Bill Langford

(CAIMS)
� Barbara Key�tz, Francois Lalonde

(Canadian Math Institutes)
� Rachel Kuske and John Stockie
� Marty Golubitsky (SIAM)
� Randy LeVeque

One of the main steps that the Steering
Committee took last year was to appoint a Scienti�c Advisory Committee. This
committee is responsible for nominating members of the Scienti�c Program Com-
mittee. All nominees will be reviewed by the Steering Committee, who will then
make of�cial nominations to the ICIAM Council. After the Scienti�c Program
Committee has been appointed, the Scienti�c Advisory Committee will disband.

The members of the Scienti�c Advisory Committee are:

� John Ball, Oxford
� Rafael Correa, Chile
� Weinan E, Princeton and Peking University
� Ivar Ekeland, PIMS, Congress Scienti�c Co-Chair
� Martin Grötschel, Berlin
� Arvind Gupta, Congress President
� Jerry Marsden, Congress Scienti�c Co-Chair
� William Pulleyblank, IBM
� Ian Sloan, ICIAM
� Margaret Wright, Courant

There is now a long list of nominees for the Scienti�c Program Committee.
The Scienti�c Advisory Committee and the Steering Committee is now working
on selecting a subset of these nominees for the Scienti�c Program Committee. The
members of the Committee should be announced soon.
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Once the Scienti�c Program Committee is rati�ed by the ICIAM Board, it will
begin the very important task of choosing the themes of the meeting, selecting the
invited speakers and organizing some invited minisymposia.

The ICIAM Steering Committee has also established three subcommittees:

� Finance Committee (CAIMS rep: Paul Muir)
� Fund raising Committee (CAIMS rep: Sam Shen)
� Publications and Promotions Committee (CAIMS reps: Rob Corless and Ken

Jackson)

The organization ICIAM 2011 is progressing on schedule as outlined in our
original bid document. We are looking forward to a great meeting in Vancouver. I
hope to see you there.

Barbara Key�tz Giving an Invited
Plenary Lecture

Michel Fortin Giving an Invited
Plenary Lecture

Report on CAIMS rSCMAI 2007
by Jack Macki

The 2007 Annual Meeting of the CAIMSrSCMAI took place at the Banff Cen-
tre, Alberta, from May 20 to 24. The organizers, Peter Lancaster (U of Calgary),
Michael Li (U of Alberta), Ben Agarwaal (U of Calgary) and Jack Macki (U of
Alberta), succeeded in bringing together a rich, packed, program with plenary
speakers and minisymposia on a great variety of hot topics in applied mathemat-
ics. They included subjects from math biology, computational math, applied linear
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algebra, cryptography, geophysics, math of �nance, dynamical systems and �uid
dynamics. Beginning with eight selected topics, the program was further enriched
by the organizers of eleven contributed minisymposia. There were also sessions
for contributed papers, poster displays and presentations by the society's prize
winners. The plenary speakers with titles of their talks were:

� John Bush, MIT, USA. “Surface tension and biology”.
� Shui-Nee Chow, Georgia Tech., USA. “Mathematical issues related to a non-

linear circuit”.
� Philip Colella, Lawrence Berkeley Lab., USA. “Computational science as a

mathematical science”.
� Karl Hadeler, Universiẗat Tübingen, Germany and Arizona State U. “Matrix

problems from mathematical biology”.
� N.J.Higham, U. of Manchester, UK. “Numerical analysis of the matrix loga-

rithm”.
� Ehud Ronn, U of Texas at Austin, USA. “The crude-oil/nat-gas markets:`The

message from markets' ”.
� W. Symes, Rice University, USA. “Optimal scaling of seismic migration”.
� S. Vanstone, U of Waterloo. “Another look at digital signatures”.

The program included the society's AGM (conveniently organized during lunch),
and a banquet - combined with awards of a number of prizes. See page 22 for the
prizes and their winners.

Michael Li accepting a thank you plaque for the Universities
of Alberta and Calgary from Bob Russell (left) and Jacques
Bélair (right)

An afternoon
was set aside for
enjoyment of the
location in the
Rocky Mountains.
Banff lived up
to its impressive
reputation for sheer
beauty, and ex-
citement was added
with a spring snow-
shower. The
Banff Centre pro-
vided spacious fa-
cilities which suited
the needs of the society admirably. Most participants also enjoyed what have be-
come the customary excellent food-services and accommodations. (Fully justify-
ing the rather complex registration procedures.) The society gratefully acknowl-
edges �nancial support from MITACS, Pearson Education, the Canadian Applied
Math Quarterly, and the institutes: PIMS, CRM and Fields.

19


