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Society News

Report on CAIMS sSCMAI 2004
by Raymond Spiteri

Our Annual Meetingwas held at DalhousieUniversity in Halifax, Nova Scotiafrom June
13-15,2004. Formally, the meetingwasheldjointly with the CanadiarMathematicalSociety
(CMS), the 16th CanadianSymposiumon Fluid Dynamics(CSFD),and the CanadianSoci-
ety for History and Philosophyof Mathematic§YCSHPM).However in addition, the meeting
was precededy the Annual GeneralMeeting of the Mathematicsof Information Technology
and Complex SystemgMITACS) andfollowed by the CanadianJndegraduateMathematics
Conference.

Suchageographiconvergenceof Canadiai€mathematicianfof all agesandwalksof math-
ematicallife) wasonethathasrarelybeenseenin CanadaThiswasre ectedin the numberof
participantsyhichapproached50. Thestrongco-operatioramongsthevariousorganizations
wasanimportantpositive in uence on this number For example,the timing andcombination
of funding opportunitiesallowed studentdo co-ordinatetheir travels soasto attendmorethan
oneconferenceAlso, the CAIMS 'SCMAI postersessiorranconsecutiely with the MITACS
postersessionthis enabledsomeposterdo gainexposureto bothgroupsof participants.

The overall scienti ¢ programmere ected the uniquely diverse avour of the meeting.
Therewere 17 sessionsn all, comprisedof a healthymixture of pure mathematicsapplied
mathematicsand uid dynamics(both theoreticaland computational)with a sprinkling of
mathematicistory and education. Of particularinterestto our memberswere the sessions
on nancial mathematicsgynamicalsystemsandqualitative andcontrollability of partial dif-
ferential equations. Therewere dedicatedsessionon the applicationof dynamicalsystems
to biology and medicineas well as numericalalgorithmsfor simulatingdynamicalsystems.
However, consciousefforts weremadeby the organizingcommitteeto not earmarkthe various
sessiongs“pure” or “applied”.

Therewere 10 plenarytalks, of which 2 were CAIMS 'SCMAI prize lectures,and 1 was
a semi-plenarytalk (only 2 talks in parallel). The 17 sessionsvere run mostly in parallel,
andwith asfew as10 andasmary as 13 sessiongsunningconcurrently therewasnever any
shortageof opportunitiesto nd a talk to attend. The coffee breakswere held in common,
predictablyscheduledor the sametime eachafternoonfor all sessions. This afforded yet
furtheropportunitiedor renaving old acquaintancesocializing,or just plain talking math.

Other featuresof the meetingincludedthe fakulous (and sold-out) conferencebanquet,
which was held at Pier 21 andfeatured‘the paradeof lobsters”,andthe delegatesluncheon,
atwhich almost300 of the conferenceparticipantsnjoyed a presentatioroy the CMS Educa-
tion awardwinnerandtheannouncemerdf the postersessiomrize winners.

Overall,themeetingwaswell attendedandcollegial. The high quality of thescienti ¢ pro-
grammewasessentialn ensuringa successfuandrewardingoutcomefor everyoneinvolved.
However, eventhe weatherco-operatedy giving us 3 of the nicestdaysto that pointin the
year

| look forward to seeingeveryoneat the next Annual Meeting setfor the University of
Manitobain 2005!
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CAIMS 'SCMAI 2004 Photo Gallery
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Jim Totten(University College of the Cariboo),Paul Muir (St. Mary's) and
RichardHoshino(Dalhousie)
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Postersessiororganizer FranklinMendwil, presentingCAIMS 'SCMAI
posterprizeto AdrianaDawes
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Bill Langfordpresentinghe Arthur BeaumonDistinguishedService
Awardto Keith Ranger

ChristianeRousseaandSamShenwatchBob Russells
acceptancspeecltfor the CAIMS 'SCMAI Researclirize
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AdrianaDawesexplaining herposterto Gerdade Vries

CAIMS 'SCMAI 2004 postersession
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SharendBungay explaining herposterto LeahKeshet

CAIMS 'SCMAI 2004 postersession



