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Society News

Report on CAIMS sSCMAI 2004
by RaymondSpiteri

Our AnnualMeetingwasheldat DalhousieUniversity in Halifax, Nova Scotiafrom June
13-15,2004. Formally, themeetingwasheld jointly with theCanadianMathematicalSociety
(CMS), the 16th CanadianSymposiumon Fluid Dynamics(CSFD),and the CanadianSoci-
ety for History andPhilosophyof Mathematics(CSHPM).However in addition, the meeting
wasprecededby theAnnualGeneralMeetingof theMathematicsof InformationTechnology
andComplex Systems(MITACS)andfollowedby the CanadianUndergraduateMathematics
Conference.

Suchageographicconvergenceof Canadianmathematicians(of all agesandwalksof math-
ematicallife) wasonethathasrarelybeenseenin Canada.This wasre�ectedin thenumberof
participants,whichapproached450.Thestrongco-operationamongstthevariousorganizations
wasanimportantpositive in�uence on this number. For example,thetiming andcombination
of fundingopportunitiesallowedstudentsto co-ordinatetheir travelssoasto attendmorethan
oneconference.Also, theCAIMS rSCMAI postersessionranconsecutively with theMITACS
postersession;thisenabledsomepostersto gainexposureto bothgroupsof participants.

The overall scienti�c programmere�ected the uniquely diverse�a vour of the meeting.
Therewere17 sessionsin all, comprisedof a healthymixture of puremathematics,applied
mathematics,and �uid dynamics(both theoreticaland computational),with a sprinkling of
mathematicshistory andeducation.Of particularinterestto our memberswere the sessions
on �nancial mathematics,dynamicalsystems,andqualitativeandcontrollability of partialdif-
ferential equations.Therewere dedicatedsessionson the applicationof dynamicalsystems
to biology andmedicineaswell asnumericalalgorithmsfor simulatingdynamicalsystems.
However, consciousefforts weremadeby theorganizingcommitteeto not earmarkthevarious
sessionsas“pure” or “applied”.

Therewere10 plenarytalks, of which 2 wereCAIMS rSCMAI prize lectures,and1 was
a semi-plenarytalk (only 2 talks in parallel). The 17 sessionswere run mostly in parallel,
andwith asfew as10 andasmany as13 sessionsrunningconcurrently, therewasnever any
shortageof opportunitiesto �nd a talk to attend. The coffee breakswere held in common,
predictablyscheduledfor the sametime eachafternoonfor all sessions.This afforded yet
furtheropportunitiesfor renewing old acquaintances,socializing,or justplain talkingmath.

Other featuresof the meetingincluded the fabulous (and sold-out)conferencebanquet,
which washeld at Pier 21 andfeatured“the paradeof lobsters”,andthe delegatesluncheon,
at which almost300of theconferenceparticipantsenjoyeda presentationby theCMS Educa-
tion awardwinnerandtheannouncementof thepostersessionprizewinners.

Overall, themeetingwaswell attendedandcollegial. Thehighqualityof thescienti�c pro-
grammewasessentialin ensuringa successfulandrewardingoutcomefor everyoneinvolved.
However, even the weatherco-operatedby giving us 3 of the nicestdaysto that point in the
year.

I look forward to seeingeveryoneat the next Annual Meeting set for the University of
Manitobain 2005!
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JohnClements(Dalhousie),Daryl Tingley (UNB) andhis wife Minnie

Jim Totten(UniversityCollegeof theCariboo),Paul Muir (St. Mary's)and
RichardHoshino(Dalhousie)
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SehjeongKim (winnerof theCMS BestPosterAward)with herposter

Postersessionorganizer, FranklinMendivil, presentingCAIMS rSCMAI
posterprizeto AdrianaDawes
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Bill LangfordpresentingtheArthur BeaumontDistinguishedService
Awardto Keith Ranger

ChristianeRousseauandSamShenwatchBobRussell's
acceptancespeechfor theCAIMS rSCMAI ResearchPrize
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AdrianaDawesexplainingherposterto GerdadeVries

CAIMS rSCMAI 2004postersession
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ShareneBungayexplainingherposterto LeahKeshet

CAIMS rSCMAI 2004postersession

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


