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Report on CAIMS SCMAI 2003
by Jacques Bélair

The Annual meeting of the Society was held in Montréal, June 16-20. For the rst time, the
meeting was formally joint with the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM).
There was close collaboration between the two Societies to jointly hold al activities (the scien-
ti ¢ ones, foremost), in accord with the identity of each.

The number of participants, close to 550, was sizable for a CAIMS SCMAI Annual meet-
ing. (Of course, the geographical origin of the majority of registrants (USA) suggests that the
SIAM portion did attract afraction of these). Two factors apparently negatively in uenced this
number: 1. a SARS effect, as participants from abroad cancelled in unusual numbers (SIAM
had to postpone a meeting scheduled for Toronto the week of June 23 for this reason), and 2.
the International Congress, ICIAM, in Sydney (Australia) in early July forced some people to
make a geographical choice of destination.

The Organizing committee, in setting the scienti ¢ program, tried the usual balancing act
of addressing the traditional areas of interest and strength of the Society members, and opening
to areas less developed inside the Society, where major developments are taking place, and in
which mathematics is playing an increasing role. Anecdotal reports con rm that the overall

avour of the meeting was perceived as somewhat unusual. There were 11 plenary talks (in-
cluding prize lectures), and 8 topical talks, which are semi-plenary lectures, i.e. only two talks
in parallel. These were initiated at SIAM Annua meeting in 2002, and provide an interest-
ing avenue between plenary and sessional talks. Also, there were ample parallel sessions, up
to 8 simultaneous ones at one point: thisis a consequence of the combined size of the meet-
ing and desire of most attendees to present (an issue which is not signi cant at “traditional”
CAIMS SCMAI Annual meetings).

Overall, the meeting was successful, and of high quality.

| encourage all members of the Society to attend an equally joint meeting in 2004—thistime
with a geographical rather than disciplinary nearest neighbour.

Sam Shen (right) presents a plague to
Jacques Bélair thanking the CRM for
hosting CAIMS SCMAI 2003
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CAIMS SCMAI 2003 Photo Gallery

Jianhong Wu giving the CAIMS SCMAI Research Prize lecture

Group photo of poster session
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CAIMS SCMAI 2003 Photo Gallery

John Stockie and Ken Jackson

Sam Shen and Mac Hyman (SIAM President)
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Karl Lawrence, runner-up for best poster

Vincent Lemaire, runner-up for best poster
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Bill and Ann Langford with Jianhong Wu

Michel Delfour, Barbara Key®tz, Marty Golubitsky and Jacques Belair

Bruno DiStefano, Anna Lawniczak and Serpil Kocabiyik



