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‘7 2002Nerenberg Lecture
y 5 by Christopher Essex

PERIMETER INSTITLTE
FUR THSUMETICAL VMG

High-Tech Executve Speakdor Researclwithout BusinessPayoff at Neren-
beig 2002

Mik e Lazaridis,founder Presidentand CEO of Research
in Motion Limited (RIM) wasthethe2002Nerenbeg Lecturer
w ﬁ; on March19that The University of WesternOntario.
=
=

PI, which is also the mascotof the Paci c Institute for
MathematicalSciencesrefershereto the new Perimeteinnsti-
tute for TheoreticalPhysicswhich Lazaridisfoundedwith his
own fundsamountingto $100million. The Perimeteinstitute
is dedicatedo adwancedresearchn gravitation, stringtheory
quantuminformationtheory andelementaryparticlephysics.

Thereare mary monetaryand political incentvesfor uni-
versitiesto turn their backson pureresearchResearclpriori-
ties have turnedstronglytoward immediatecommercialappli-
cation. It is a cliché that corporateexecutivesare uncritically

Mik e Lazaridis sympathetido thistrend.If youbelievein thevalueof research
for its own sale, Lazaridiss gesturevastheultimatein putting
your monegy whereyour mouthis.

To the usual Nerenbeg full house,
Mike Lazaridis explained that pure re-
searchwastheorigin of applicationsof the
(possibly) distantfuture. Laying ground-
work todaywill allow futuregenerationso
be in a positionto reapthe bene ts. The
ultimatevalueof suchpureresearcltannot
be judgedin contemporaryterms. Things
that appearas having no immediatevalue
economicallymay appearvery differentin
decadeso come.

In addition to mary business-oriented
honors,Mike Lazaridis hasreceved both
an AcademyAward and an Emmy for his SueAnn Campbell,Paul SullivanandMik e
technicalinnovations. His compary, RIM, Lazaridis
is aleadingdesignermanufcturerand
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marketerof innovative wirelesssolutionsfor the mobile communicationsnarket. Their portfo-
lio of award-winningproductsincludesthe RIM WirelessHandhel& productline, the Black-
Berrya wirelessemailsolution,embeddedadio-modemsindsoftwaredevelopmentools.

Organizedby Western$ Departmentof Applied Mathematicsthe Nerenbeg Lectureis
namedafter the late professorPaddy Nerenbeg and is intendedto honourhis appreciation
for the democrag of ideas. The annualseriesis meantto challengethe public with ideasthat
they maynotseein ary otherforum. Previous spealershave beenSir RogerPenros€Oxford,
mathematicsScienceMathematicandtheMind, 1998),NormanLevitt (Rutgersmathematics,
the AmbiguousSituationof Sciencen Contempoary Society 1999),Mark Tilden (Los Alamos,
robotics,If Thisls The Future, Whee's My Robot? 2000),S. Fred Singer(SEPPWhee was
Global Warming this Winter WhenWe Neededt?, 2001). Eachlecturerhasin oneway or
anotherstretchedthe audiencewith a presentatiortinged with the excitementof something
possiblycontroversial,but extraordinaryandunexpected.

UWO Deanof Sciencea-redLongstafe, ChrisEss& andMik e Lazaridis
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2001 Doctoral Dissertation Award
by JohnStockie

Thewinnerof the CAIMS SCMAI DoctoralDisser
tation Awardfor the year2001wasDr. David Ir on for
his thesisentitled The Stability and Dynamicsof Spile-
Type Solutionsto the Gierer-Meinhaidt Model Thethe-
sisinvolved a carefulasymptoticanalysisof a reaction-
diffusionsystenmin whichspike-typesolutionpro les ap-
pear Theanalysisvascomplementethy numericalsim-
ulationsand conclusionswere dravn regardingthe be-
haviour of biological processesuchas cellular differ-
entiationand morphogenesis.The winning thesiswas
an excellentexampleof how analysisand computation
canbecombinedo betterunderstandomplex processes
arisingin real-world applications.

Dr. Ir on obtainedhis Ph.D.from the Instituteof Applied Mathematicsat the University of
British Columbiaunderthe supervisiorof ProfessorMichael Ward. He is currentlyworking
asapostdoctorafellow atthe Korteweg-deVries Institutefor Mathematicsn Amsterdam.

2002Arthur BeaumontDistinguished Service Award
by Bill Langford

ProfessorPaul Sullivan of the Uni-

versity of WesternOntario receved

the Arthur BeaumontDistinguished
Service Award at the 2002 Annual

Conferencein Calgary Professor
Sullivan was cited for his sustained
andoutstandingserviceto theSociety
over mary years.

A commemoratie plague was pre-

sentedo Paul atthe ConferencéBan-

qguetby Bill Langford, on behalf of

the Arthur BeaumontAward Com-

mittee. The Award recognizeghose
membersof CAIMS SCMAI who

have, throughtheir efforts on behalf
of the Society exhibited the traits of

unsel sh servicewhich Arthur Beau-
monthimselfembodied.
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CAIMS SCMAI 2003Election - Call for Nominations

CAIMS SCMAI will beholdinganelectionnext winter (Februaryor March2003)for:
President-Elect
Treasurer
Secretary
Two Membersat Large onthe Boardof Directors.

Nominationsshouldreachthe Chairof the NominationsCommittee KenJackson
(krj@cs.toronto.edu)yy 31 Decembe002.

CAIMS SCMAI Reseach Prize

OBJECTIVE
Theaward hasbeenestablishedo recognizennovative andexceptionalresearcttontritutions
in anemeging areaof appliedor industrialmathematics.

THE AWARD

Theawardwill consistof a prizeof $1,000andacommemoratie plaquethatwill bepresented
atthe CAIMS SCMAI AnnualMeeting. Therecipientwill beinvitedto give a plenarylecture
atthe AnnualMeetingin theyearof theaward. A travel allowanceof $500will beprovided.

NOMIN ATION

Nominationsshouldreach:

Anthory Peirce
#121-1984MathematicdRoad
Vancouer, BC, V6T 172

peirce@math.ubc.ca

no laterthanJanuary 31, 2003andshouldincludefour copiesof eachof: atitle for the nom-
inationdesignatingesearctcontritutionsin aspeci ¢ area;a summaryof the contributionsin

theform of a ve-linepressreleaseadetaileddescription(no longerthantwo pages)f there-
searctcontributionsof thenomineean thespeci edarea;aCV includingthelist of publications;
andfour reprints.

ADJUDICATION

The nominationswill be evaluatedby a panelof judgesappointedby the Presidenof the So-
ciety; their decisionswill be nal. Thejudgeswill selectthe winner using criteria basedon
excellentresearchcontritutionsto an emeging areaof applied mathematics. The panelof
judgesmay seekadvicefrom otherexperts.
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First JointMeetingof CAIMS SCMAI andSIAM

24th AnnualMeetingof CAIMS SCMAI
2003SIAM AnnualMeeting
Junel6-20

MONTREAL

OrganizingCommittee CanadiarChair: Jacque®Beélair, Universi& de Montréal
U.S.Chair:llse Ipsen,North CarolinaStateUniversity
Members:AnneBourlioux, Universié de Montréal

RussellCa isch, UCLA
CarlosCastillo-Chaez,CornellUniversity
CarolynCho,PhysiomeSciences
ClaudeCrépeauMcGill University
Martin Golubitsky, University of Houston
NordenE. Huang,NASA GoddardSpaceCenter
William Newman,UCLA
Geoge PapanicolaouStanfordUniversity
RobertRussell SimonFraserUniversity
SamShen,Universityof Alberta

ConferenceThemesinclude
Fluid Dynamics, Environment, MathematicalBiology, NanosciencesQuantumComputing,
NumericalMethods

Web site: www.siam.org/meetings/an03/
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m Workshopat the Joint
ASSOCIATTON CAIMS SCMAI-SIAM

FORWOMEN IN

MATHEMATICS 2003Meeting

Format:

Theworkshopwill consistof a postersessiorby graduatestudentsandtwo to threeminisym-
posiafeaturingselectedpostdocsplus aninformationalminisymposiumdirectedat startinga
career The graduatestudentpostersessionswill includeall areasof researchbut eachpost-
docminisymposiunwill have a de nite focus,andwill be selectedrom theresearctareasof
MathematicaBiology, Modeling, Control, Optimization,Scienti c Computing,andPDEsand
Applications.All mathematicianffemaleandmale)areinvited to attendthe entireprogram.

VolunteersNeeded:

AWM is seekingvolunteerdo leaddiscussiorgroupsandto actasmentorgdor workshoppartic-
ipants.If youareinterestedn volunteeringpleasecontacthe AWM of ce. Call 301-405-7892
or emailavm@math.umd.edu.

Travel Support:

AWM will offer supportfor travel andtwo dayssubsistencdor up to 20 participantswho
are U.S. citizensor residents. For information on applying, pleaseseethe AWM web site
http://www.avm-math.og/workshops. htrii#summer2003.

Contingenton funding, CAIMS SCMAI will offer supportfor travel andtwo dayssubsistence
for four womenpostdocsvho areCanadiartitizensor residents Applicationsshouldinclude:

1. acoverletter,

2. atitle andabstrac{75 wordsor less)of thetalk to begiven(if accepted),

3. asummaryof theirwork (one-two pages),

4. acurriculumvitae,and

5. [Recommendedjotrequiredjasupportindetterof recommendatiofrom afacultymem-
beror researcimathematicianvho knowstheirresearchAdditional lettersof supportare
encouraged.

The word “postdoc” refersto any mathematiciarwho hasreceved her Ph.D. within approxi-
matelythelast ve years;whetheror not shecurrentlyholdsa postdoctorabr otheracademic
or non-academigposition.

Pleasesendthreecompletedcopiesof the applicationmaterialg(includingthe cover letter)to:

SueAnn Campbell SecretaryCAIMS SCMAI
Departmenbf Applied Mathematics
University of Waterloo

WaterlooON, N2L 3G1

Applicationsshouldberecevedby January 31,2003



